Book Information

Book Title: Robin’s Fire
Author: Vicki Croucher

Book description:
The historical adventure story titled `Robin's Fire', is set during the Great Fire of London, and is written by a Primary school teacher with excellent knowledge of the subject and National Curriculum learning intentions across the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and 2. I have taught for over 18 years and have experienced a huge range of children's books.  I am also aware of how authors and their work are used by Teachers, parents and children alike.  As such, I have always been astonished that there are no really inspiring or gripping texts for children to use in literacy on the topic of the Fire of London when this topic is covered across the country in virtually all Key Stage 1 classrooms.   As such, and due to the introduction of the New Curriculum, I created `Robin's Fire’.  
· Addresses key learning objectives as suggested in the New Curriculum in an easy to use and appealing way.
· It draws from my experience of Primary school children and their loves and needs, and has been written and edited with their feedback.
· I would be happy to create and provide lesson ideas or plans to use alongside the book.
· Robin's Fire is historical fiction with a deeply adventurous element and detailed descriptions, providing characters children can relate to whilst encouraging empathy and exploration of the thoughts and feelings of those living at the time of the disaster. 
· It tells the story of a boy who is forced through his love for family, friends and his city, to fight and survive the greatest, most terrifying fire that has ever hit London.  As the son of the man in charge of the Royal Menagerie at the Tower of London, and companion to Samuel Pepys, he, with the help of his animal friends, must do all he can to prevent the spread of the devastation and save his great city and its inhabitants; both human and animal. Follow Robin on his journey from shy child, to courageous youth, through danger, rescues, and even a meeting with the King himself! 
· I have tried to create a character that children can easily relate to, alongside feelings they are familiar with, but with details, backed by well researched facts, which will support their learning.  My aim was to create a fun, gripping but educational (even if the children don’t realise it) book which they can’t put down. 

Main selling points:
If you had to give three key benefits your product offers its readers, what would they be?
· The story is versatile and can be used both as a pleasure for reading and a classroom book
· It is well researched but written with an excellent understanding of children’s interests, wants and needs
· Lesson ideas, plans and resources could easily be created by the author, an experienced Teacher, and included in a Teacher pack, or even a web set created to provide these (with tech support)



Table of contents:

· Chapter One: Change
· Chapter Two: Meeting Pepy’s
· Chapter Three: Late Night Saturday September 1st 1666
· Chapter Four: Early Morning Sunday September 2nd 1666
· Chapter Five: Sunday September 2nd 1666
· Chapter Six: Sunday night
· Chapter Seven: Monday Morning
· Chapter Eight: Monday late afternoon
· Chapter Nine: Monday Evening
· Chapter Ten: Late Monday Evening
· Chapter Eleven: Tuesday Morning
· Chapter Twelve: Wednesday

Chapter by chapter synopsis:
In addition to this, if possible, please also send in a short sample section or chapter.

Chapter one:  sets the scene in post plague London.  It introduces the main character, Robin
Chapter Two: Meeting Pepy’s and his new life
Chapter Three: Introducing the scene in Pepy’s household leading up to the fire
Chapter Four: Early Morning Sunday September 2nd 1666 the Mayor refuses to create stop gaps and Robin has hid first glimpse of the fire
Chapter Five: Sunday September 2nd 1666, Robin joins fire fighting efforts and tries to rally people to help each other and Pepy’s gets in a boat to tell the King
Chapter Six: Sunday night Pepy’s returns and they order the Mayor to act 
Chapter Seven: Monday Morning Robin helps his Father with the animals in the Tower, then hatches a plan to rescue the old and ill from the fire
Chapter Eight: Monday late afternoon they bury the cheese and wine.  Robin tells the King to use gunpowder.
Chapter Nine: Monday Evening brings questions about the nature of the King
Chapter Ten: Late Monday Evening, Robin rescues Will from St Paul’s Cathedral with the help of Evie the elephant.
Chapter Eleven: Tuesday Morning and Robin returns Evie to the Tower whilst surveying the scene of the City engulfed.
Chapter Twelve: Wednesday the fire calms, Robin considers the mysterious events of the last few days.


Word count: 
Estimated to the nearest 5,000 words. (One page of A4 double-spaced type is approximately 320 words.)
· 12,000


Estimated delivery date:

Figures and/or Illustrations:
Please give details of any figures, illustrations or permissions necessary.
· Te illustrations are given as examples, for an illustrator to use for historical reference and inspiration.  None of these images will be used due to copyright issues. 

Text features:

· Contents page
· Index
· Glossary
•	I would be happy to create lesson ideas / plans if these were deemed helpful. In this case web links for Teacher Plans (with tech support) would be required.
•	This book would benefit from being both paperback and ebook format so that Teachers could use it on the interactive whiteboard.



Market and Competition

Primary readership:
· This book is intended for Primary age children in the UK, notably aged 5 to 9.  It could be used both as a home reading book, but also specifically as a classroom text to link Topic and Literacy i.e. Creative Curriculum.
· It may also hold interest in countries such as China which shown a fascination in British history.

Competition:
What other competing books are there in this field? Explain how your product is like, or unlike, the other books. What are their strengths and weaknesses in relation to your book?  What advantages does your book have over the competition?

· Toby and the Great Fire of London by Margaret Nash  for early readers (not to be used in a classroom unless as individual or guided reading)
· Charlie and the Great Fire of London by Sue Finnie for early readers (not to be used in a classroom unless as individual or guided reading)
· Raven Boy by Pippa Goodhart for an older reader i.e. 8+ or in KS2 classrooms.  
· Vlad and the Great Fire of London by Kate and Sam Cunninham, about a flea and a rat.

· These book all have their strengths however none can be used in the classroom in Year 1, 2 or 3 in the way the new National Curriculum lends itself, and the way Robin’s Fire, can.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]`Robin’ could be used as a chapter read or for focus work on adverb/ adjective / noun phrases whilst still working within a topic (SPAG is a very hard subject for Teachers to keep interesting and so all opportunities to use topic to support this is hugely welcomed).  `Robin’ easily lends itself to stop frame drama, diary writing, character comparisons or descriptions, art work based on descriptions… There are far more possibilities for `Robin’ to be used within the classroom but would still also be enjoyable as a home reader.


Genre and pitch
The idea for the book arose following conversations with Teachers during the `Great Fire of London’ topic.  Although many books exist on the subject, this stands apart due to its use of language which invites use both in the classroom during SPAG, English writing and topic lessons but also at home to read for pleasure.
Whilst other texts on this subject have either been overly simplified or vague, this allows readers to explore the events in detail and in order, examining the sounds, smells and feelings of those involved whilst providing a riveting and entertaining story which will keep them gripped until the end.
· The story is versatile and can be used both as a pleasure for reading and a classroom book
· It is well researched but written with an excellent understanding of children’s interests, wants and needs
· It draws from my experience of Primary school children and their loves and needs, and has been written and edited with their feedback.
· Already shared with children with excellent feedback
· Draws on believable characters, exploring their emotions and experiences in a way children can easily relate to.
· Addresses key learning objectives as suggested in the New Curriculum in an easy to use and appealing way.
· Lesson ideas, plans and resources could easily be created by the author, an experienced Teacher, and included in a Teacher pack, or even a web set created to provide these (with tech support)
· This book is intended for Primary age children in the UK, notably aged 5 to 11.  It could be used both as a home reading book, but also specifically as a classroom text to link Topic and Literacy i.e. Creative Curriculum.
· It would be of particular interest to schools during Fire of London topics.


Marketing plan / Proposed personal promotion plan:
· This book was initially written for use in the classroom however could easily be read `for fun’ and advertised to both audiences.
· Offering a Teacher pack including lesson plan / activity ideas pack would act as a huge incentive.
· Continue to promote and manage my author website. Ensure my author website includes book links that are clear, easy to find, and go directly to my listing at every retailer I’m listed with. Include a blog?
· Register with book promotion websites
· Participate in a podcast
· Add a ‘contact the author’ section at the end of your book. Give details on how readers can connect with you via email, your author website or through social media.
· Link to the National Curriculum and provide activity guides / suggestions for Teachers
· Publish as both paperback and Kindle / ebook
· Gain exposure by book signings, school visits & workshops
· Give a free copy to local libraries
· Hand out bookmarks / postcards / posters at schools


